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Glossary 

ActionAlternative-Analternativethatproposessomemanagementaction,ascontrastedtotheNoActionAlternative. 

AdministrativeAppeal-

ArequesttoahigherauthorityforreviewofadecisionrelatedtoanEnvironmentalImpactStatement,EnvironmentalAnalysis,

orCategoricalExclusion. 

AffectedEnvironment-

Thebiologicalandphysicalenvironmentthatwillormaybechangedbyactionsproposedandtherelationshipofpeopletothate

nvironment. 

AgeorSizeClass-Adistinctgroupoftrees,orportionofgrowingstockrecognizedonthebasisofage(orsize). 

Airshed-Basicgeographicunitsinwhichairqualityismanaged. 

Alternative-

Acombinationofmanagementprescriptionsappliedinspecificamountsandlocationstoachieveadesiredmanagementemph

asis.Oneoftheseveralpolicies,plansorprojects,proposedfordecision-making. 

BearManagementArea(BMA)–

Areasdelineatedtoincludeimportanthabitatcomponentsandtoimplementstandardsandguidelinespertainingtogrizzlybear

s.Theseareashavealsobeenusedforevaluatinghabitatforotherwildlifespeciesincludingbiggameandoldgrowthindicatorsp

ecies. 

BearManagementSubunit–

Anareaapproximatelythesizeofanaveragefemalehomerange(about50mi2),generallyfromridgetoptovalleybottom,andin

cludingallseasonalhabitats. 

BestManagementPractices(BMPs)-

Methods,measuresorpracticestopreventorreducewaterpollution,includingbutnotlimitedto,structuralandnon-

structuralcontrols,operationandmaintenanceprocedures,otherrequirements,andschedulinganddistributionofactivities. 

UsuallyBMPsareappliedasasystemofpracticesratherthanasinglepractice.BMPsareselectedonthebasisofsite-

specificconditionsthatreflectnaturalbackgroundconditionsandpolitical,social,economic,andtechnicalfeasibility. 

BiologicalAssessment(BA)-

Adocumentpreparedbyafederalagencyforthepurposeofidentifyinganyendangeredspeciesorthreatenedspecies,whichisli

kelytobeaffectedbyanagencyaction.ThisdocumentfacilitatescompliancewiththeEndangeredSpeciesAct.Thefederalage

ncy,inconsultationwiththeSecretaryofInterior,mustinsurethatanyactionauthorized,funded,orcarriedoutbyafederalagen

cyisnotlikelytojeopardizethecontinuedexistenceofanyendangeredorthreatenedspecies,orresultinthedestructionoradver

semodificationofitshabitat. 

BiologicalEvaluation(BE)-

AdocumentpreparedbytheForestServicetoreviewprogramsoractivitiestodeterminehowanactionmightaffectanythreaten

ed,endangered,proposed,orsensitivespecies.ThisdocumentoftenfocusesonlyonsensitivespeciesiftheThreatened,Endan

gered,andProposedSpecieswillbecoveredinaBiologicalAssessment. 

Biomass(Fuels)-Liveanddeadaccumulationsoforganicmaterial. 

Blowdown(Windthrow)-Uprootingbythewind.Alsoreferstoatreeortreessouprooted. 

BoardFoot-Aunitofmeasurementrepresentedbyaboardonefootsquareandoneinchthick. 

Browse-

Twigs,leaves,andyoungshootsoftreesandshrubsonwhichanimalsfeed;inparticular,thoseshrubswhichareusedbybiggame

animalsforfood. 

Buffer–

Alandareadesignatedtoblockorabsorbunwantedeffectstotheareabeyondthebufferandtopreserveotherqualitiesalongorad

jacenttoroads,trails,watercourses,andrecreationsites. 
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BurnSeverity–Arelativemeasureofthedegreeofchangeinawatershedthat 

relatedtotheintensityofthefireonsoilhydrologicalfunction.Burnseverityisdelineatedontopographicmapsofpolygons.Cla

ssesofburnseverityarehigh,moderate,low,andunburned. 

Canopy-Theforestcoverofbranchesandfoliageformedbytreecrowns. 

CanopyCoverorCrownClosure-Thepercentageofgroundsurfacethatisshadedbythelivefoliageofplantsasseenfrom 

above.Usedtodescribehowopenordenseastandoftreesis. 

Capability-

Thepotentialofanareaoflandand/orwatertoproduceresources,supplygoodsandservices,andallowresourceusesunderaspe

cifiedsetofmanagementpracticesandatagivenlevelofmanagementintensity.Capabilitydependsuponcurrentconditionsan

dsiteconditionssuchasclimate,slope,landform,soils,andgeology;aswellastheapplicationofmanagementpractices,suchas

silvicultureorprotectionfromfires,insects,anddisease. 

Cavity-Ahollowinatreethatisusedbybirdsormammalsfornesting,denning,roosting,etc. 

ClosedCanopy-

Thedescriptiongiventoastandwhenthecrownsofthemainleveloftreesformingthecanopyaretouchingandintermingledsoth

atlightcannotreachtheforestfloordirectly. 

CoarseWoodyDebris(CWD)-

Anypiece(s)ofdeadwoodymaterial,e.g.,deadboles,limbs,andlargerootmassesonthegroundorinstreams. 

Cohort–Anageclassoftreesthatisdistinctivelydifferentfromotherageclassesinaparticularforeststand. 

CommercialThinning-

ASilviculturetreatmentthat“thins”outanoverstockedstandbyremovingtrees,whicharelargeenoughtobesoldasproductssu

chaspolesorfenceposts.Itiscarriedouttoimprovethehealthandgrowthrateoftheremainingcroptrees. 

Composition(Species)-Themixofdifferentspeciesthatmakeupaplantoranimalcommunity,andtheirrelativeabundance. 

ConditionClass–

Afunctionofthedegreeofdeparturefromhistoricalfireregimesresultinginalterationsofkeyecosystemcomponents,suchass

peciescomposition,structuralstage, 

standage,andcanopyclosure.Categorizedbythreeclassesasfollows:ConditionClass1–

Fireregimesarewithinornearanhistoricalrange;ConditionClass2 –

Fireregimeshavebeenmoderatelyalteredfromtheirhistoricalrange;ConditionClass3–

Fireregimeshavebeensignificantlyalteredfromtheirhistoricalrange. 

Consultation-

AprocessrequiredbySection7oftheESAwherebyFederalagenciesproposingactivitiesinalistedspecieshabitatconferwitht

heU.S.FishandWildlifeServiceabouttheimpactsoftheactivityonthespecies.Consultationmaybeinformal,andthusadvisor

y,orformal,andthusbinding. 

Corridor-

Abandofvegetation,usuallyolderforest,whichservestoconnectdistinctpatchesonthelandscape.Byprovidingconnectivity,

corridorspermitthemovementofplantandanimalspeciesbetweenwhatwouldotherwisebeisolatedpatches. 

CouncilonEnvironmentalQuality(CEQ)-

AnadvisorycounciltothePresidentestablishedbytheNationalEnvironmentalPolicyActof 

1969.ItreviewsFederalprogramsfortheireffectontheenvironment,conductsenvironmentalstudies,andadvisesthePreside

ntonenvironmentalmatters. 

Cover/ForageRatio-Theratiooftreecover(usuallyconifertypes)toforagingareas(naturalopenings,clearcuts,etc.). 

CoverType-Thepresentvegetationcompositionofanarea,describedbythedominantplantspecies. 

Crown-Thepartofatreeorotherwoodyplantbearinglivebranchesandfoliage. 

CrownClosure(seeCanopyCover) 
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CrownFire-Afirethatadvancesfromtop-to-

topoftreesorshrubsmoreorlessindependentlyofthesurfacefire.Sometimes,crownfiresareclassedaseitherrunningordepen

dent,todistinguishthedegreeofindependencefromthesurfacefire. 

CulturalResources-

Thephysicalremainsofhumanactivity(artifacts,ruins,burialmounds,petroglyphs,etc.)andconceptualcontentorcontext(as

asettingforlegendary,historic,orprehistoricevents;asasacredareaofnativepeoples,etc.)ofanareaofprehistoricorhistoricoc

cupation. 

CumulativeEffect-

Theimpactontheenvironment,whichresultsfromtheincrementalimpactoftheactionwhenaddedtootheractions.Cumulativ

eimpactscanalsoresultfromindividuallyminorbutcollectivelysignificantactionstakingplaceoveraperiodoftime. 

Density(Stand)-Thenumberoftreesgrowinginagivenarea,usuallyexpressedintermsoftreesperacre. 

DiameterBestHeight(DBH)-Thediameterofatreemeasuredfourandone-halffeetabovetheground. 

DirectEffect-Effectsontheenvironmentthatoccuratthesametimeandplaceastheinitialcauseoraction. 

Dispersal-Themovementoforganismsawayfrom theplaceofbirthorfromcentersofpopulationdensity. 

Disturbance(Ecosystem)-

Referstoeventsthatalterthestructure,composition,orfunctionofterrestrialoraquatichabitats.Naturaldisturbancesinclude,

amongothers,drought,floods,wind,fires,wildlifegrazing,andinsectsandpathogens.Human-

causeddisturbancesincludeactionssuchastimberharvest,livestockgrazing,roads,andtheintroductionofexoticspecies. 

Diversity-Thedistributionandabundanceofdifferentplantandanimalcommunitiesandspecies. 

Duff-Thepartiallydecayedorganicmatterontheforestfloor. 

EarlySeral/StructuralStage-

Astageofdevelopmentofanecosystemfromadisturbed,relativelyunvegetatedstatetoaplantcommunitythatisupto30yearso

ld.Standstructureisseedlingandsaplingsized. 

Ecosystem-

Afunctionalunitconsistingofallthelivingorganisms(plants,animals,andmicrobes)inagivenarea,andallthenon-

livingphysicalandchemicalfactorsoftheirenvironment,linkedtogetherthroughnutrientcyclingandenergyflow.Anecosyst

emcanbeofanysize--alog,pond,field,forest,ortheearth'sbiosphere--

butitalwaysfunctionsasawholeunit.Ecosystemsarecommonlydescribedaccordingtothemajortypeofvegetation,forexamp

le,forestecosystem,old-growthecosystem,orrangeecosystem. 

EndangeredSpecies-

Anyspecies,plant,oranimalthatisindangerofextinctionthroughoutallorasignificantportionofitsrange.Inaccordancewitht

he1973ESA,theSecretaryoftheInterioridentifiesendangeredspecies. 

Endemic-

Aspecieswhosenaturaloccurrenceisconfinedtoacertainregionandwhosedistributionisrelativelylimited(vertebratebiolog

y).Apopulationthatisatequilibriumorlowdensity(invertebratebiologyorpathology). 

EscapeRoute–Ameanstoaccessasafetyzone. 

FireExclusion-Thedisruptionofacharacteristicpatternoffireintensityandoccurrence(primarilythroughfiresuppression). 

FireEvent(FireOccurrence,FireIncidence)-Asinglefireorseriesoffireswithinanareaataparticulartime. 

FireFrequency–Ageneralterm referringtotherecurrenceoffireinagivenareaovertime. 

 

FireHazard-Thepotentialfirebehaviorforafueltype,regardlessofthefueltype'sweather-

influencedfuelmoisturecontentoritsresistancetofirelineconstruction.Assessmentisbasedonphysicalfuelcharacteristics,s

uchasfuelarrangement,fuelload,conditionofherbaceousvegetation,andpresenceofelevatedfuels. 
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FireIntensity–

Basedontemperature,flamelength,rateofspread,heatofcombustion,andtotalamountandsizeoffuelconsumed.Accountsfo

rconvectiveheatrisingintotheatmosphereandfireeffectstotheoverstory. 

FireIntolerant(or“intolerant”)-

Speciesofplantsthatdonotgrowwellordiefromtheeffectsoffire.Generallythesespeciesareshade-tolerantaswell. 

FireRegimes-

Theecologicaleffectsoffrequency,intensity,extent,season,andsynergisticinteractionswithotherdisturbances,suchasinse

ctsanddisease,classifiedintogeneralizedlevelsoffireseverity. 

FireReturnInterval(FireInterval)-Thenumberofyearsbetweensuccessivefireeventsinagivenarea. 

FireRisk-Theprobabilityorchanceoffirestartingdeterminedbythepresenceandactivitiesofcausativeagents. 

FireRotation–Thelengthoftimenecessaryforanareaequalinsizetothestudyareatoburn. 

FireSeverity–Arelativemeasureofthepost-

fireappearanceofvegetation(residualfuels/mortality)asitrelatedtotheintensityofthefireanditsconsumptiveeffectsonvege

tation. 

FireSuppression(FireControl)-

Alloftheworkandactivitiesconnectedwithfireextinguishingoperations,beginningwithdiscoveryandcontinuinguntilthefir

eiscompletelyextinguished. 

FireTolerant(or“tolerant”)-

Speciesofplantsthatcanwithstandcertainfrequencyandintensityoffire.Generallythesespeciesareshade-intolerantaswell. 

FirefighterSafety-

Aworkenvironmentwhereforeseeableriskshavebeenminimizedthroughthemitigationofknownhazardsassociatedwithwi

ldlifesuppression. 

FishHabitat-

Theplacewhereapopulationoffishspecieslivesanditssurroundings;includestheprovisionofliferequirementssuchfoodand

cover. 

FishPassage-Clearaccessformigratingfishthroughapotentialbarrier. 

Fishery-Thetotalpopulationoffishinastream 

orbodyofwaterandthephysical,chemical,andbiologicalfactorsaffectingthatpopulation. 

Forage-Allbrowseandnon-woodyplantsavailabletolivestockorwildlifeforfeed. 

Forb–Anyherbaceous(herb-like)plantotherthangrassorgrass-

likeplantsthathaslittleornowoodonit.Forexample,wildflowersareforbs. 

ForestDevelopmentRoad(FDR)-

AroadwhollyorpartlywithinoradjacenttoandservingtheNationalForestSystemandwhichisnecessaryfortheprotection,ad

ministration,anduseoftheNationalForestSystemandtheuseanddevelopmentofitsresources. 

ForestHealth-

(alsocalledforestedlandscapeorforestland)isdefinedas:theconditionsunderwhichtheintegrityofthesoilandecologicalpro

cessesaresustainedresultinginsystemsthatmaintaintheirdiversity,resiliency,andproductivitywithassociatedsustainableh

umanresourceissues. 

ForestPlan-

TheFlatheadNationalForestLandandResourceManagementPlan..AForestPlanisadocumentpreparedundertheNationalF

orestManagementActbyeachnationalforestthatgenerallydescribeshowtheresourcesintheforestwillbemanagedfora10to1

5 yearperiod. 

ForestStructure-Themixanddistributionoftreesizes,layers,andagesinaforest.Somestandsaremostlyonesize(single-

story),somearetwo-story,andsomeareamixoftreesofdifferentagesandsizes(multi-story). 

ForestType-Relatestothetreespecies(andtogeneralizedunderstoryplant)composition. 
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Fuels-Includeslivingplants,dead,woodyvegetativematerials;andothervegetativematerialscapableofburning. 

FuelLoading-

Theovendryweightoffuelsinagivenarea,usuallyexpressedintonsperacre.Fuelloadingsmaybereferencedtofuelsizeortime

-lagcategories;andmayincludesurfacefuelsortotalfuels. 

FuelManagement-

Manipulationorreductionofflammablematterforthepurposeofreducingtheintensityorrateofspreadofafire,whilepreservin

gandenhancingenvironmentalquality. 

FuelTreatment-Therearrangementordisposalofnaturaloractivityfuels. 

GeographicInformationSystem(GIS)-Computersoftwarethatprovidesdatabaseandspatialanalyticcapabilities. 

Goal–

Aconcisestatementthatdescribesadesiredconditiontobeachieved.Itisnormallyexpressedinbroad,generaltermsandistimel

essinthatithasnospecificdatethatitistobecompleted.Goalstatementsformtheprincipalbasisuponwhichobjectivesaredevel

oped. 

Guideline-AnindicationoroutlineofpolicyorconductdealingwiththebasicmanagementoftheForest.Forest-

widemanagementstandardsandguidelinesapplytoallareasoftheForestregardlessoftheothermanagementprescriptionsap

plied. 

HabitatType-Anaggregationofalllandareaspotentiallycapableofproducingsimilarplantcommunitiesatclimax. 

Hazard-

Arealorpotentialconditionthatmayresultinanundesiredevent,thecauseofrisk.Hazardcanapplytotheprobabilityoftreemort

alityordamagebyaninsectordiseaseandalsorepresentsmaterialorfuelthatwilligniteandburn. 

HidingCover-

Vegetationusedbyananimalforhiding.Theamountandqualityofvegetationneededdependsontheanimal'ssize,mobility,an

dreluctancetoventureintorelativelyopenareas.Foranelk,hidingcoverconceals90percentof astandingadultelk from 

theviewofahumanatadistanceequaltoorlessthan200feet.Hidingcoverallowselktouseareasforbedding,foraging,thermalr

elief,wallowing,orotherfunctions,butitdoesnotnecessarilyprovidesecurityduringthehuntingseason. 

HistoricRangeofVariability(HRV)-

Conditionswhichbeexpectedtooccurundernaturaldisturbanceandsuccessionregimes. 

HomeRange-

Anarea,fromwhichintrudersmayormaynotbeexcluded,towhichanindividualrestrictsmostofitsusualactivities. 

IndirectEffects-Secondaryeffectswhichoccurinlocationsotherthantheinitialactionorsignificantlylaterintime. 

InitialAttack-Anaggressivesuppressionactionconsistentwithfirefighterandpublicsafetyandvaluestobeprotected. 

InstreamCover-

Anythinginthewaterthatprovidesprotectiontofishfrompredators(includingturbulence,debris,logs,androcks). 

Intensity-Energyreleaserates;thesearephysicaldescriptorsofthefire,notitsecologicaleffects. 

GenerallyreferredtoasHigh,Moderate,orLowintensity. 

InterdisciplinaryTeam(IDTeam)-

Agroupofindividualswithdifferenttrainingassembledtosolveaproblemorperformatask.Theteamisassembledoutofrecog

nitionthatnoonescientificdisciplineissufficientlybroadtoadequatelysolvetheproblem.Throughinteraction,participantsbr

ingdifferentpointsofviewtobearontheproblem. 

IntermittentStream-

Astreamwhichflowsonlyatcertaintimesoftheyearwhenitreceiveswaterfromspringsorfromsomesurfacesourcesuchasmelt

ingsnow. 

InvasivePlant–

AllStateandcountylisted“noxiousweeds”areconsideredinvasiveplants.Also,otherexoticspecies(notlistedbyStateorcoun

tiesasnoxiousweeds)thatcansuccessfullyoutcompeteanddisplacenativeplantcommunities. 
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InventoriedRoadlessArea-areas designated pursuant to 36 CFR 294 Subpart B, §294.11. This includes areas identified in a 

set of inventoried roadless area maps, and included in the Forest Plan Appendix C.  The Department of Agriculture, Forest 

Service adopted the Roadless Area Conservation Rule in 2001 (36 CFR 220 Subpart B). 

Issue-SeePublicIssue. 

LadderFuels-

Fuelswhichprovideverticalcontinuitybetweenthesurfacefuelsandcrownfuelsinaforeststand,thuscontributingtotheeaseof

torchingandcrowning. 

Landscape-

Thelandformsofaregionintheaggregate;thelandsurfaceanditsassociatedhabitatsatscalesofmanyacrestomanysquaremile

s;aspatiallyheterogeneousarea. 

Landtype-

Aninventorymapunitwithrelativelyuniformpotentialforadefinedsetoflanduses.Propertiesofsoilslandform,naturalvegeta

tion,andbedrockarecommonlycomponentsoflandtypedelineationusedtoevaluatepotentialsandlimitationsforlanduse. 

LargeWoodyDebris–

Largelogsandstumpsinstreamsandonlandthatprovidehabitatforaquaticandterrestrialorganismsandaffectsstreamfunctio

n. 

LateSeral/StructuralStage-

Astageofdevelopmentofanecosystemfromapproximately80to120yearsold.Forestedstandsaregenerally12to16inchesav

eragedbh. 

LethalFire/LethalFireRegime-

Firethatconsumestheentirevegetativecommunity(grasses,shrubs,trees.AlsoseeStandReplacementFire. 

Linkage(Habitat)-

Linkagezonesarecombinationsoflandscapestructuralfactorsthatallowwildlifetomovethrough,andlivewithin,areasinflue

ncedbyhumanactions.Alinearhabitatpatchthroughwhichaspeciesmusttraveltoreachhabitatmoresuitableforreproduction

andotherlife-sustainingneeds. 

LowSeverityGroundFire-

Afirewithlowintensitythatprimarilyscorchestreeboles,allowingfiretolerantspeciestosurvive. 

MaintenanceLevel(ML)–TheMaintenanceLevelofaroadindicatesthetypeoftrafficitcanaccommodate. 

ManagementArea(MA)-

AnaggregationofcapabilityareasthathavecommonmanagementdirectionandmaybedispersedovertheForest.Consistsofa

groupingofcapabilityareasselectedthroughevaluationproceduresandusedtolocatedecisionsandresolveissuesandconcern

s. 

ManagementIndicatorSpecies(MIS)-

Speciesidentifiedinaplanningprocessthatareusedtomonitortheeffectsofplannedmanagementactivitiesonviablepopulatio

nsofwildlifeandfishincludingthosethataresociallyoreconomicallyimportant. 

MatureTimber-

Individualtreesorstandsoftreesthatingeneralareattheirmaximumrateintermsofthephysiologicalprocessesexpressedashe

ight,diameter,andvolumegrowth. 

MBFandMMBF-Thousandboardfeetandmillionboardfeet,respectively. 

MeanFireReturnInterval(MeanFireInterval)–Theaverageofallfireintervalsinagivenareaoveragiventimeperiod. 

Mesic-Moderatelymoist. 

Mid-Seral/StructuralStage-

Astageofdevelopmentofanecosystemfromapproximately30to80yearsold.Forestedstandsaregenerally5to12inchesavera

gedbh.Standstructureispole-andsmallsawlog-sizedtrees. 
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Mixed-SeverityFire/MixedSeverityFireRegime-Mixed-

severityfireregimeareascanexperiencethefullrangeoffireseveritiesduringeitherasingleeventorconsecutiveevents.Inothe

rwords,inasinglefireeventbothlowseverity(killingfewtrees)andhighseverity(killingalltrees)in 

patchesofvariablesizes.Thistendstocreatecomplexfine-grainedspatialpatternsofvegetationconditionsacrossalandscape. 

MonitoringandEvaluation-

TheperiodicevaluationonasamplebasisofForestPlanmanagementpracticestodeterminehowwellobjectiveshavebeenmet

andhowcloselymanagementstandardshavebeenapplied. 

Montane-Of,growingin,orinhabitingmountainareas. 

NationalEnvironmentalPolicyAct(NEPA)-

Anactwhichencouragesproductiveandenjoyableharmonybetweenmanandhisenvironment;promoteseffortstopreventore

liminatedamagetotheenvironmentandbiosphereandstimulatethehealthandwelfareofman;enrichestheunderstandingofth

eecologicalsystemsandnaturalresourcesimportanttotheNation;andestablishesaCouncilonEnvironmentalQuality. 

NationalForestManagementAct(NFMA) -

Alawpassedin1976asamendmentstotheForestandRangelandRenewableResourcesPlanningActthatrequiresthepreparati

onofRegionalandForestPlansandthepreparationofregulationstoguidethatdevelopment. 

NationalForestSystem(NFS)-

AllnationalforestlandsreservedorwithdrawnfromthepublicdomainoftheUnitedStates,allnationalforestslandsacquiredthr

oughpurchase,exchange,donation,orothermeans,thenationalgrasslandsandlandutilizationprojectsadministeredunderTit

leIII. 

NationalWildernessPreservationSystem-

AlllandscoveredbytheWildernessActandsubsequentwildernessdesignations,irrespectiveofthedepartmentoragencyhavi

ngjurisdiction. 

NativeSpecies-Speciesthatareindigenoustoaregion,asopposedtointroducedorexoticspecies. 

Native(Natural)SuccessionandDisturbanceRegimes-

Thehistoricpatterns(frequencyandextent)offire,insects,wind,landslides,andothernaturalprocessesinanarea. 

NaturalRegeneration-Renewalofatreecropbynaturalseeding,sprouting,suckering,orlayering. 

NoAction Alternative-

Themanagementdirection,activities,outputs,andeffectsmostlikelytoexistinthefutureifthecurrentplanwouldcontinueunc

hanged. 

Non-LethalFire/Non-LethalFireRegime–

Firethatprimarilyconsumessurfacefuelscausinglittlemortalitytooverstorytrees.SeealsoLowSeverityFire. 

NoxiousandInvasiveWeedEA(NIWCEA) 

NoxiousWeed-

Anyexoticplantspeciesestablishedorthatmaybeintroducedintheareawhichmayrenderlandunfitforagriculture,forestry,li

vestock,wildlife,orotherbeneficialuses. 

OldGrowthHabitat-

Acommunityofforestvegetationthathasreachedalatestageofplantsuccessioncharacterizedbyadiversestandstructureandc

ompositionalongwithasignificantshowingofdecadence.Thestandstructurewilltypicallyhavemulti-

storiedcrownheightsandvariablecrowndensities.Thereisavarietyoftreesizesandagesrangingfromsmallgroupsofseedling

sandsaplingstotreesoflargediametersexhibitingawiderangeofdefectandbreakagebothliveanddead,standinganddown.Th

etimeittakesforaforeststandtodevelopintooldgrowthconditiondependsonmanylocalvariablessuchasforesttype,habitatty

pe,andclimate.Naturalchanceeventsinvolvingforcesofnaturesuchasweather,insect,disease,fire,andtheactionsofmanalso

affectstherateofdevelopmentofold-growthstandconditions. 

OpenRoad–Aroadwithnorestrictionsonmotorizedvehicleuse. 

OvermatureTimber-

Individualtreesorstandsoftreesthatingeneralarepasttheirmaximumrateintermsofthephysiologicalprocessesexpressedas

height,diameter,andvolumegrowth. 
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Overstory-Theportionofthetreesthatform theuppermostcanopylayerinaforestofmorethanonestory. 

PerennialStreams-

Streamsthatflowcontinuouslythroughoutmostyearsandwhoseuppersurfacegenerallystandslowerthanthewatertableinth

eregionadjoiningthestream. 

Phloem–

Thelayerofcellsunderthebarkandoutsideofthecambiumlayerresponsibilityfortransportingfoodcreatedbytheleaves. 

Pole-Atreebetweenasaplingandsmalltimbersizeatleast5inchesDBGbutsmallerthan8inchesDBH. 

Pool-Aportionofthestream 

withreducedcurrentvelocity,oftenwithwaterdeeperthanthesurroundingareas,andwhichisusablebyfishforrestingandcove

r. 

Population-Agroupofcoexisting(conspecific)individualsthatinterbreediftheyaresexuallyreproductive. 

PotentialHabitat(Wildlife)-

Habitatthatislikelytobeoccupiedbyawildlifespeciesorgroupofspecies,currentlyorinthenearfuture. 

PotentialVegetationGroup(PVG)-

Groupingsofhabitatgroupsonthebasisofsimilarityofgeneralmoistureortemperatureenvironment. 

Pre-CommercialThinning-

Theselectivefelling,deadening,orremovaloftreesinayoungstandprimarilytoacceleratediameterincrementontheremainin

gstems,maintainaspecificstockingorstanddensityrange,andimprovethevigorandqualityofthetreesthatremain. 

PreferredAlternative-

TheAgency'spreferredalternativeisthealternativethattheagencybelieveswouldbestfulfillitsstatutorymissionandresponsi

bilities,givingconsiderationtoeconomic,environmental,technicalandotherfactors,andwhichmeetsthepurposeandneedof

theNEPAdocument. 

PrescribedBurning-

Thecontrolleduseoffiretoreduceoreliminatetheunincorporatedorganicmatteroftheforestfloor,orlow,undesirablevegetati

on.Awritten,approvedprescribedfireplanmustexist,andNEPArequirementsmustbemet,priortoignition. 

ProposedAction-

TheproposedactionorproposalexistsatthatstageinthedevelopmentofanactionwhenanagencysubjecttotheAct(NEPA)has

agoalandisactivelypreparingtomakeadecisionononeormorealternativemeansofaccomplishingthatgoalandtheeffectscan

bemeaningfullyevaluated. 

PublicInvolvement-

AprocessdesignedtobroadentheinformationbaseuponwhichagencydecisionsaremadebyinformingthepublicaboutForest

Serviceactivities,plans,anddecisions,andparticipationintheplanningprocesseswhichleadtofinaldecisionmaking. 

PublicIssue-

AsubjectorquestionofwidespreadpublicinterestidentifiedthroughpublicparticipationrelatingtomanagementofNFSlands

. 

RangerDistrict–AdministrativesubdivisionoftheForestsupervisedbyaDistrictRanger. 

Reach-Alengthofstreamchannel,lake,orinletexhibiting,onaverage,uniformhydraulicpropertiesandmorphology. 

RearingHabitat-Inthecaseofjuvenilewestslopecutthroattrout,thisisprimarilythepoolenvironmentinstreams. 

RecoveryPlan-Aplanthatdetailsactionsorconditionsnecessarytopromotespeciesrecovery,thatis,improvementinthe 

statusofspecieslistedundertheESAtothepointatwhichlistingisnolongerappropriate.Plansarerequiredforvirtuallyalllisted

species. 

Reforestation-Therenewalofforestcoverbyseeding,planting,andnaturalmeans. 

Regeneration-Therenewalofaforest,whetherbynaturalorartificialmeans.Thistermmayalsorefertoatreecropitself. 

Rehabilitation(Road)-Theactofmaintainingaroadandimprovingdrainagefeatures,usuallytomeetBMPstandards. 
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Release-

Freeingatreeorgroupoftreesfrommoreimmediatecompetitionbycuttingorotherwiseeliminatinggrowththatisovertopping

orcloselysurroundingthem. 

ResidentFish-Non-migratoryfishspecies. 

Resilient,Resiliency-

Theabilityofasystemtorespondtodisturbances.Resiliencyisoneofthepropertiesthatenablethesystemtopersistinmanydiff

erentstatesorsuccessionalstages. 

ResponsibleOfficial-TheForestServiceemployeewhohastheauthoritytoselectand/orcarryoutaspecificplanningaction. 

Restore,Restoration-There-creationofanaturalorself-

sustaining,resilientcommunityorecosystem,oramovementinthatdirection. 

RestrictedRoad-Aroadonwhichmotorizedvehicleuseisrestrictedduringtheentirenon-

denningperiod.Theroadrequiresphysicalobstructionandmotorizedvehicleuseinthenon-

denningperiodislegallyrestrictedbyorder. 

RiparianAreas-

Areaswithdistinctiveresourcevaluesandcharacteristicsthatarecomprisedofanaquaticecosystemandadjacentuplandareas

thathavedirectrelationshipswiththeaquaticsystem.Thisisconsideredthehorizontaldistanceofapproximately100feetfromt

henormalhighwaterlineofastreamchannel,orfrom theshorelineofastandingbodyof water. 

RiparianEcosystem-

Atransitionbetweentheaquaticecosystemandtheadjacentuplandterrestrialecosystem.Itisidentifiedbysoilcharacteristicsa

ndbydistinctivevegetativecommunitiesthatrequirefreeorunboundedwater. 

RiparianHabitatConservationArea(RHCA)-Portionsofwatershedswhereriparian-

dependentresourcesreceiveprimaryemphasisandmanagementactivitiesaresubjecttospecificstandardsandguidelines.Rip

arianHabitatConservationAreaswereestablishedasINFISHguidelines. 

RiparianLandType-

Integratedmapunitsofthetypesofriparianhabitatsbasedontopography,substratematerials(i.e.,claysorboulders),andassoci

atedvegetation. 

RiparianWildlifeHabitat-

Vegetationgrowingclosetoawatercourse,lake,swamp,orspringthatisgenerallycriticalforwildlifecover,fishfoodorganis

ms,streamnutrientsandlargeorganicdebris,andforstreambankstability. 

Risk-Theprobabilityofahazardand/ortheconsequencesofthathazard(hazardsareundesirableevents). 

RoadDensity–Numberofmilesinagivenarea. 

RoadManagement-

Thecombinationofbothtrafficmanagementandmaintenancemanagementoperations.Trafficmanagementisthecontinuou

sprocessofanalyzing,controlling,andregulatingusestoaccomplishNationalForestobjectives.Maintenancemanagementis

theperpetuationofthetransportationfacilitytoserveintendedmanagementobjectives. 

Salvage–Harvestoftreesthataredead,dying,ordeterioratingduetofire,wind,insectorotherdamage,ordisease. 

Sapling-Ayoungtreethatislargerthanaseedlingbutsmallerthanapole,typically5to25feettall. 

ScopingProcess-

Anearlyandopenprocessfordeterminingthescopeofissuestobeaddressedandforidentifyingthesignificantissuesrelatedtot

heproposedaction.Identifyingthesignificantenvironmentalissuesdeservingofstudyanddeemphasizinginsignificantissue

s,narrowingthescopeoftheenvironmentalimpactstatementaccordingly(CEQregulations,40CFR1501.7). 

Security-

Theprotectioninherentinanysituationthatallowsawildlifespeciestoremaininadefinedareadespiteanincreaseinstressordis

turbance,suchasthatassociatedwithhuntingseason.Thecomponentsofsecurityincludevegetation,topography,thesizeofth

eblocksofvegetation,roaddensity,distancefromroads,intensityofthedisturbance,andseasonaltiming. 
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Sediment-

Solidmaterial,bothmineralandorganic,thatisinsuspension,beingtransported,orhasbeenmovedfromitssiteoforiginbyair,

water,gravity,orice. 

Seedling-A youngtreethathasjustgerminatedbuthasnotyetreachedsaplingsize,typically1to5feettall. 

Seedling/Sapling-Asizecategoryforforeststandsinwhichtreesless5inchesindiameterarethepredominantvegetation. 

SensitiveSpecies-ThosewildlifeandplantspeciesidentifiedbytheRegionalForester 

forwhichpopulationviabilityisaconcernbecauseofsignificantcurrentorpredicteddownwardtrendsin(a)populationnumbe

rsordensity,or(b)habitatcapabilitythatwouldreduceaspecies'existingdistribution. 

Seral-Abioticcommunitythatisdevelopmental;atransitorystageinanecologicsuccession. 

SeralStage(alsocalledsuccessionalorstructuralstage)referstovegetationstructuraldevelopment;anddescribesthemixand

distributionoftreespecies,sizes,canopylayers,ages,andgeneralconditionsinaforest. 

Seral/StructuralStage-

Astageofdevelopmentofanecosystemfromadisturbed,relativelyunvegetatedstatetoacomplex,matureplantcommunity. 

Severity-

Referstotheecologicaleffectsoffires,usuallyonthedominantorganismsoftheecosystem,forexampleastanddominatedbyl

odgepolepine. 

ShadeIntolerant-Speciesofplantsthatdonotgrowwellordiefromtheeffectsoftoomuchshade. 

Generally,thesearefire-tolerantspecies. 

ShadeTolerant-Speciesofplantsthatcandevelopandgrowintheshadeofotherplants. 

Generally,thesearefire-intolerantspecies. 

Silviculture-

Thetheoryandpracticeofcontrollingtheestablishment,composition,growth,andqualityofforeststandsinordertoachieveth

eobjectivesofmanagement. 

SilvicultureDiagnosis-Theprocessofcompiling,summarizing,analyzing,andrecordingofstanddata. 

SilviculturalPrescription-

Awrittendocumentthatdescribesmanagementactivitiesneededtoimplementsilviculturaltreatmentortreatmentsequence.

Theprescriptiondocumentstheresultsoftheanalysisduringthediagnosisphase. 

SilviculturalSystems-

Amanagementprocesswherebyforestsaretended,harvested,andreplaced,resultinginaforestofdistinctiveform.Itincludesa

llculturalmanagementpracticesperformedduringthelifeofthestand,suchasregenerationcutting,thinning,anduseofgenetic

allyimprovedtreeseedsandseedlingstoachievemultipleresourcebenefits. 

SitePreparation-

Ageneraltermforavarietyofactivitiesthatremovecompetingvegetation,slash,andotherdebristhatmayinhibitthereforestati

oneffort. 

SiteProductivity-Productioncapabilityofaspecificareaofland. 

Slash-

Theresidueleftonthegroundafterfellingandothersilviculturaloperationsand/oraccumulatingthereasaresultofstorms,fire,

orpoisoningtrees. 

Snag-Astandingdeadtreeusuallygreaterthan5feetinheightand6inchesDBH. 

SoilProductivity-

Thecapacityofasoiltoproduceaspecificcropsuchasfiberandforage,underdefinedlevelsofmanagement.Itisgenerallydepe

ndentonavailablesoilmoistureandnutrientsandlengthofgrowingseason. 

Spatial–Of,relatingto,involving,orhavingthenatureofspace. 

SpawningHabitat-Areasofsubstratethatprovidewell-oxygenatedandsuitablesizedgravelsforfishspawning. 
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Species-

Agroupofactuallyorpotentiallyinterbreedingpopulationsthatarereproductivelyisolatedfromallotherkindsoforganisms. 

SpecifiedRoad-SeeForestDevelopmentRoad,above. 

Stagnation-

Aconditionwhereplantgrowthismarkedlyreducedorevenarrestedthrough,e.g.,competition,stateofthesoil,ordisease. 

Stand-

Acommunityoftreesorothervegetativegrowthoccupyingaspecificareaandsufficientlyuniformincomposition(species),a

ge,spatialarrangement,andconditionsastobedistinguishablefromtheothergrowthonadjoinedlands,soformingasilvicultur

alormanagemententity. 

StandMaintenanceFire(Non-Lethal)-Firethatemphasizesthesurvivalofthelivingoverstoryvegetation. 

StandReplacementFire-Firethatemphasizesthedestructionofthelivingoverstoryvegetation.SeealsoLethalfire. 

StandReplacementFireRegime-Stand-

replacementfireregimestypicallyoccuronlandsthatexperiencepredominantlylethalfires,withlessthan10percentofthefore

stedcanopycoverremainingafterthefire. 

Stand-ReplacingDisturbance-

Anagentsuchasfire,blowdown,insectordiseaseepidemic,ortimberharvestthatkillsorremovesenoughtreestoresultinanearl

y-seral/structuralstagecondition. 

StandardsandGuidelines-

AnindicationoroutlineofpolicyorconductdealingwiththebasicmanagementoftheForest.Forest-

widemanagementstandardsandguidelinesapplytoallareasoftheForestregardlessoftheothermanagementprescriptionsapp

lied. 

Stocking-

Ameasureoftimberstanddensityasitrelatestotheoptimumordesireddensitytoachieveagivenmanagementobjective. 

Structure-

Thevarioushorizontalandverticalphysicalelementsoftheforest,includingtreesize,canopycomposition,quantityandqualit

yofdeadwood,ephemeralherbaceousspecies,densityofwildlifetrees,fungi,agestructure,forestheight,etc. 

Subspecies-

Subpopulationsorraceswithinaspeciesthataredistinguishablebymorphologicalcharacteristicsand,sometimes,byphysiolo

gicalorbehavioralcharacteristics. 

Substrate-Mineraland/ororganicmaterialthatformsthestreambed(streambottom). 

SummerRange-Landusedbywildlifespecies(specificallybiggameand/orgrizzlybear)duringthesummermonths. 

Succession-

Apredictableprocessofchangesinstructureandcompositionofplantandanimalcommunitiesovertime.Conditionsoftheprio

rplantcommunityorsuccessionalstagecreateconditionsthatarefavorablefortheestablishmentofthenextstage.Thedifferent

stagesinsuccessionareoftenreferredtoas"seralstages." 

Sustainabilityisdefinedasthecapacityofforests,rangingfromstandstoeco-

regions,tomaintaintheirhealth,productivity,diversity,andoverallintegrity,inthelongrun,inthecontextofhumanactivityan

duse. 

SystemRoad-SeeForestDevelopmentRoad,above. 

TemporaryRoad-

Aroadconstructedtofacilitateforestmanagementactivitiesbutisreclaimedsoonaftertheactivityiscompleted. 

Territory-Anyareadefendedbyoneormoreindividualsagainstintrusionbyothersofthesameordifferentspecies. 

ThermalCover-

Coverusedbyanimalstoamelioratethechillingeffectsofwinterweatherortheheatingeffectsofsummerweather.Forelk,asta

ndofconiferoustrees40feetortallerwithanaveragecrownclosureof70percentormore. 
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ThreatenedSpecies-

Anyspecies,plantoranimal,whichislikelytobecomeanendangeredspecieswithinthenearfuturethroughoutall,orasignifica

ntportion,ofitsrange.Inaccordancewiththe1973ESA,theSecretaryoftheInterioridentifiesendangeredspecies. 

Tiering-

Referstotheeliminationofrepetitivediscussionsofthesameissuebyincorporatingbyreferencethegeneraldiscussioninanen

vironmentalimpactstatementofbroaderscope.Forexample,aprojectEAcouldbetieredtotheForestPlanEIS. 

TravelHabitat-Habitatusedbyawildlifespeciesfordailyorperiodicmovementsbetweenareasofhigher-

qualityhabitat.Forexample,foralynxthiswouldbetheforestedcoverusedwhiletravelingbetweenareasusedfordenningandt

hatusedforhunting. 

Underburning-

Afirethatconsumessurfacefuelsbutnottreesandlargeshrubs.SeealsoLowSeverityFireandStandMaintenanceFire. 

Understory-

Thetreesandotherwoodyspecieswhichgrowunderamoreorlesscontinuouscoverofbranchesandfoliageformedcollectively

bytheupperportionofadjacenttreesandotherwoodygrowth. 

Ungulate-Amammalwithhooves. 

VegetativeScreening-

Vegetation(trees,shrubs,etc.)thatamelioratesthevisualeffectofmanagementactivitiesadjacenttoviewingareas(i.e.mainro

ads). 

VegetativeSuccession-Aphaseinthegradualsupplantingofonecommunityofplantsbyanother. 

Viability-Aviableanimalorplantspeciesisdefinedasconsistingofself-

sustainingpopulationsthatarewelldistributedthroughoutthespecie'srange.Self-

sustainingpopulationsarethosethataresufficientlylarge,andhavesufficientgeneticdiversitytodisplaythearrayoflifehistor

ystrategiesandformsthatwillprovidefortheirpersistenceandadaptabilityintheplanningareaovertime. 

VisualResource-

Thecompositeofbasicterrain,geologicfeatures,waterfeatures,vegetativepatterns,andlanduseeffectsthattypifyalandunita

ndinfluencethevisualappealtheunitmayhaveforvisitors. 

WaterQuality-Thephysical,chemical,andbiologicalpropertiesofwater. 

WaterYield-Therunofffromawatershed,includinggroundwateroutflow. 

Watershed-Thelandareadrainedbyariversystem. 

WaterErosionPredictionProject(WEPP)–Acomputersimulationthatpredictssoilerosion. 

Wetland-Areasthatundernormalcircumstanceshavehydrophyticvegetation,hydricsoils,andwetlandhydrology. 

Wilderness-

Federallandretainingitsprimevalcharacterandinfluencewithoutpermanentimprovementsorhumanhabitationasdefinedu

nderthe1964WildernessAct.Itisprotectedandmanagedsoastopreserveitsnaturalconditions,which(1)generallyappeartoh

avebeenaffectedprimarilybyforcesofnaturewiththeimprintofman'sactivitysubstantiallyunnoticeable;(2)hasoutstanding

opportunitiesforsolitudeoraprimitiveandconfinedtypeofrecreation;(3)hasatleast5000acresorisofsufficientsizetomakepr

acticalitspreservation,enjoyment,anduseinanunimpairedcondition,and(4)maycontainfeaturesofscientific,educational,s

cenic,orhistoricalvalueaswellasecologicandgeologicinterest. 

Wildfire-Anunwantedwildlandfirethatrequiresasuppressionresponse. 

WildlandFire-Anon-

structurefire,otherthanprescribedfire,thatoccursinthewildland.Anyfireoriginatingfromanunplannedignition. 

WildlandUrbanInterface(WUI)-

Thatline,area,orzonewherestructuresandotherhumandevelopmentmeetorintermingleswithundevelopedwildlandorvege

tativefuels. 

WindDominatedFire-Thepowerofthewindisgreaterthanthepowerofthefireininfluencingitsbehavior. 
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Windfirm-Atree(liveordead)orspeciesoftreethat isrelativelyresistanttobeingblownoverbythewind. 

Windthrow-Atreeorstandoftreesthathavebeenblownoverbythewind. 

WinterRange-

Theareasavailabletoandusedbybiggameduringthewinterseason.Mustcontainforageorbrowsetofeedbiggame.Winterran

geareastendtohavearelativelylowamountofsnowcoverwhichenablestheanimalstoreachtheforage. 


